Tentative Course Syllabi

Contemporary Issues: Fashion, Culture and Politics
Course #: Anthro 216

Instructor: Todd Nicewonger
Contact Information: Pending

Course Description: This course explores the relationship between fashion, culture and politics.
Central to this effort are questions about power, ideology, and moral quandaries surrounding both
the production and consumption of wearable forms. Aiming to expand and refine how we
analytically approach the “fashioned body” as both a theoretical and applied subject of
anthropological inquiry this course will draw on a wide range of readings, including topics on beauty,
race, sexuality, globalization, religion and consumer ethics.

Pre and Co-Requisites: None
Final Course Exam Hour: Dec 20, 2013: 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Learning Outcomes:

e To examine the subject of fashion as both a subject and an object of anthropological inquiry.
e To sharpen students theoretical toolkits for analyzing the political aspects of fashion.

e To expand students understanding of the ideological boundaries, social processes, and
embodied practices involved in the cultural production and consumption of fashion.

Required Texts:

e Alexander Edmonds (2010) Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil.
Durham, NC: Duke University Press.

e Brent Luvaas (2012) DIY Style: Fashion, Music, and Global Digital Cultures. Oxford and
New York: Berg.

e Thuy Linh Nguyen Tu (2011) The Beautiful Generation. Durham, NC: Duke University
Press.

e Journal readings will be posted to Sakai

Anticipated Assignments and Grading Structure:

e Participation - 15%
e Take Home Exams — 60%
e (Case Studies and Presentations: 25%



