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This course focuses on the body as a cultural construct and as a site on which culture and 
power are significantly imprinted. It explores how the body is used to lend factualness to 
a society’s abstract concepts and it investigates a range of discourses and practices in 
Western and non-Western societies that mark bodies differently, creating and maintaining 
social, economic, and political inequalities. We will discuss the significance of the body 
in today’s global world; how differently marked bodies have been, and continue to be, 
directly and symbolically controlled, normalized and disciplined; the implications of the 
increasing commodification of the body on ideal notions of beauty and constructions of 
gender and “race;” and how the body is used as a site to contest restrictive cultural ideas 
about femininity and masculinity, normality and deviance.  
 
 
 
 

 
This course may be used to fulfill the following requirements: 

 
• Social Sciences Requirement 
• Diversity Requirement 
• Global Awareness Requirement 
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SEE THE WORLD DIFFERENTLY 
STUDY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AT RUTGERS  
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