
 

Urban Ecologies  
Fall Semester 2023 

Tuesdays 2:00pm–5:00pm in BIO 205  

Instructor Information    
Instructor: Professor Kristina J. Nazimova   
(Pronouns: she/her, "Professor Nazimova")     
Email: k497@scarletmail.rutgers.edu or 
knazimova@temple.edu  
(Please allow 24 hours for response M-F and 48 hours on 
weekends)   

Office Hours: Tuesdays 12pm to 1pm and Wednesdays 2:00pm to 3:00pm or by Zoom appointment. 

 
Course Description:   
Our planet is now primarily urban—a fact that spurs epochal thinking, generates new anxieties, and 
organizes political movements and identities. In this moment, it is urgent that we rethink both “nature” 
and “the city,” and the relationships between them. In the first half of the course, we will question our 
taken-for-granted understandings of nature and the city. In the second half, we will explore a range of 
contemporary issues concerning urbanism and the environment: climate change; disasters and responses; 
resources and their distribution; planning and sustainability. Focusing on questions of social experience, 
we will ask how ecological issues are shaped by legacies of inequality and injustice; shifting dynamics of 
power and governance; and culturally specific ideas about nature, culture, and the human. 
 
Required Texts and Technologies   

1. All of the readings are available on Canvas. If you wish, you can purchase the ethnography 
“The Sustainability Myth: Gentrification and the Politics of Justice” by Melissa Checker 
(2020) but a digital copy will be available on Canvas for free.  

2. You will need access to a computer, the internet, and Canvas to complete the course.  
 

 

Attendance and Participation  
Attendance: Class attendance is required and will be taken at the beginning of each class 
session. If you have an emergency, please let me know beforehand or as soon as possible 
afterward and provide documentation, so you can be excused.   
 

Required Assignments    
 

Due Date   Percent of Grade   

Attendance and Participation  
Responses/assignments 
Midterm Exam 
Final Essay                                                                                            

Weekly   
Weekly  
October 24 
December 15  
 

25%   
25%   
25%    
25%  
 
 

mailto:k497@scarletmail.rutgers.edu
mailto:knazimova@temple.edu


 

Participation: Your participation in the class is important. Please come prepared with questions and 
comments about the readings. Each week, one or more students will be responsible for presenting the 
assigned readings/course material and leading a part of the class discussion.  
 
Responses/assignments  
Unless otherwise instructed, each week you will have to submit a 150 to 200-word response on the 
readings that comments on what you found interesting, confusing, illuminating, etc. and what questions 
you have about the readings. The commentary is due on Monday by 5pm EST on Canvas. If you are 
presenting the course material the same week, you do not have to write a commentary.  
 
Midterm Exam  
The midterm exam is (tentatively) scheduled for October 24, 2023. It may contain multiple choice, short 
answer questions, and short essay questions pertaining to the first half of the course.   
 
Final Essay  
The final paper will be a 5-page essay on a topic of your choice within urban ecologies. You can write 
about any topic that interests you as long as it examines the intersection of urban life and ecology. I 
recommend that you start thinking of potential topics and consult with me about them early in the second 
half of the semester. The paper is (tentatively) due on December 15 on Canvas.  
 
Grading   

 
Class Policies    
Submitting Assignments and Late Work    
The assignments are due on the day and in the format listed on the assignment prompt. The time is 
determined by the Server Time (Eastern Standard Time). Assignments must be submitted in Canvas, 
and it is not possible to submit an assignment in Canvas after the specified due date and time. Canvas 
closes every assignment automatically and permanently at the specified due date and time. Please 
notify me as soon as possible if you are sick, experience COVID-19 symptoms, or have an 
emergency. I may grant extensions to assignment s deadlines in certain situations. I ask that you 
provide proper documentation so that I can consider the circumstances and decide whether an 
extension or make-up is appropriate.    

Course Calendar   

NOTE: The syllabus is subject to changes given shifts in schedule and the students’ developing 
interests.  



 

Date Topic Readings  
September 5 Introductions, purpose of the 

course, going over the syllabus 
 
Film screening: The Nature of 
Cities (2010) 

 
N/A 

September 12  What is urban ecology? Analyzing 
the city from a  socio-ecological 
perspective, unpacking the city vs. 
nature dichotomy  

• James, Philip & Douglas Ian. 2014. 
Introduction, Chapters 1 and 2. In Urban 
Ecology: An Introduction.  

• Cronon, William. 1991. Cloud Over 
Chicago. In Nature’s Metropolis.  

September 19 What is nature? Approaching 
nature as a social construct, 
intersections between society and 
nature.   

• Cronon, William. 1995. The Trouble with 
Wilderness. In Uncommon Ground.  

• Castree, Noel. 2001. Socializing Nature: 
Theory, Practice, and Politics. In Social 
Nature.  

• Arnold, David. 2000. Illusory Riches: 
Representations of the Tropical World 1840-
1950.  

September 26 Growth of cities, urbanization, 
planetary urbanization  

• https://education.nationalgeographic.org/reso
urce/history-cities/ 

• https://worldpopulationhistory.org/urbanizati
on-and-the-megacity/  

• https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a900831
b442e43c79cf9eeb399d5440f  

• David, Mike. 2004. Planet of Slums.  
• Lefebvre, Henri. From the City to Urban 

Society. In Implosions/Explosions: Toward a 
Study of Planetary Urbanization  
 

October 3 Urban political ecology (UPE), 
UPE and water inequality.  
 
Film screening: Blue Gold 

• Heynen, Nik, Maria Kaika, and Erik 
Swyngedouw. 2006. Urban Political 
Ecology. In In the Nature of Cities.  

•  Meehan, Katie, et al. 2020. Geographies of 
insecure water access and the housing–water 
nexus in US cities 

October 10 Anthropocene and climate change 
 
 

• Pincetl, Stephanie. 2017. Cities in the age of 
the Anthropocene: Climate change agents 
and the potential for mitigation 

• Film: Anthropocene: The Human Epoch 
 

October 17 Environmental racism and “natural 
disasters”    

• Bullard, Robert. 2003. “Confronting 
Environmental Racism in the 21st Century.” 
Race, Poverty, and the Environment. 

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/history-cities/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/history-cities/
https://worldpopulationhistory.org/urbanization-and-the-megacity/
https://worldpopulationhistory.org/urbanization-and-the-megacity/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a900831b442e43c79cf9eeb399d5440f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a900831b442e43c79cf9eeb399d5440f


 

• Adams, Vincanne. 2013. The Making of a 
Disaster. In Markets of Sorrow, Labors of 
Faith: New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina 

 
 

October 24  Midterm Exam  N/A  
October 31 Urban ecology and food • Heynen, Nik. 2006. Justice of Eating in the 

City: The Political Ecology of Urban 
Hunger. In In the Nature of Cities.  

• Morgan, Kevin. Nourishing the city: The rise 
of the urban food question in the Global 
North.  

 
November 7 Urban ecologies and childhood   • Downey, Greg. 2016. Being Human in 

Cities: Phenotypic Bias from Urban Niche 
Construction.  

• Kelley, Matthew. 2016. Unexpected 
Encounters with Nature in the City: Urban 
Youth and the Margins of Public Space in 
Tacoma, Washington. In Children, Nature, 
Cities.  

•  Palma, Michelle. 2016. “Are We There 
Yet?:” How Children from South Central, 
Los Angeles Negotiate Access to the Urban 
Coast. In Children, Nature, Cities.  

November 14 Urban parks, public space, and 
diversity  

• Low, Setha. 2005. Rethinking Public Parks: 
Public Space and Cultural Diversity. 
Chapters 1 and 3.  

• Mehta, Vikas. TED Talk. The Street: An 
Urban Ecology. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZPMk
XTOz8Q&t=398s 

November 21 Environmental justice and activism • Sze, Julie. 2020. Environmental Justice 
Encounters.  

• Blaton, Ryan, 2011. Chronotopic Landscapes 
of Environmental Racism.  

November 28 
 

Urban sustainability and 
gentrification: ethnographic case 
study of NY (Part I) 
 

• Checker, Melissa. 2020. The Sustainability 
Myth: Gentrification and the Politics of 
Justice: Introduction and Part I (pp. 1-116) 

December 5 Urban sustainability and 
gentrification: ethnographic case 
study of NY (Part II) 

• Checker, Melissa. 2020. The Sustainability 
Myth: Gentrification and the Politics of 
Justice: Part II (pp. 117 - 215).  

 



 

December 12 Concluding discussion and 
presentation of final essay topics 

N/A 

December 15  Final Essay N/A 
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