01:070:201 Evo Hum Beh Dr. Frank R. Batiste Fall 2023

Anthropology 201: Evolution of Human Behavior (01:070:201)
3 Credit Hours

Section01: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2:00 pm - 3:20 pm, HCK-101

Course website available on Canvas

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Frank R. Batiste Teaching Assistant: Kyra Johnson
e email: frank.batiste@rutgers.edu e email: mkea89@rutgers.edu
e Office: 208A Biological Sciences e Office: 316 Biological Sciences Bldg.,
Bldg., Douglass Campus Douglass Campus
e Office Hours: By appointment, via e Office Hours: Mondays, 11am-12pm
Zoom

This syllabus is in two parts.

e Part I contains important information about the course, including the course description,
goals, and requirements, the grading system, attendance and other classroom policies.

e Part Il is a detailed list, arranged by date, of the lecture topics and readings, assignment
due dates, and exam dates. | may revise the syllabus over the course of the semester. |
will notify you by e-mail whenever | upload an updated version.

ALL THE INFORMATION ON THIS SYLLABUS IS ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE
SYLLABUS TAB ON OUR CANVAS COURSE PAGE!

Important notes about email & communication:

e | will only send emails to you through the Canvas Inbox tool.

e You should only email me through the Canvas Inbox. If you use ScarletMail or your
personal email account, | cannot guarantee a timely response.

e You must include an appropriate subject line on your email, or else I cannot guarantee
I will read it or respond.

o | will strive to reply within 24 hours Mondays-Fridays; however, weekend email
responses may take longer.

e Inaddition to email, I will post course-related announcements to Canvas. Recent
announcements will be visible on the course home page, but | recommend you set up
Canvas to receive notifications so you do not miss any.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION & GOALS OF THE COURSE

This course fulfills the Core Curriculum goal in the Natural Sciences.

Catalog course description: An introduction to the evolutionary biological study of human
behavior. Topics covered include basic evolutionary theory, cultural learning, mating, parenting,
and cooperation.

Specific course learning goals:
By the end of the course, the serious, attentive student will gain an understanding of:

Evolutionary theory

The levels of selection debate

Phylogeny and adaptation

The naturalistic fallacy

Levels of explanation

Cultural learning as an adaptation

Theories of intrasexual and intersexual selection

Parenting in evolutionary perspective

Inclusive fitness theory

10. Theories of direct reciprocity, indirect reciprocity, mutualism, and risk-pooling
11. Coordination problems

12. Examples of the applications of these theories to human behavior in both field and
laboratory settings

CoNoR~ LN E

COURSE WEBSITE

All the information you will need for this course is on our Canvas website (canvas.rutgers.edu).
Log in and click on the link to our course and section on the Dashboard. On the left side of the
course page there is a column with links to the different sub-pages for our course (Modules,
Syllabus, Grades, etc.).

REQUIRED TEXTS & MATERIALS

1. Buss, David. 2019. Evolutionary Psychology: The New Science of the Mind. 6™ ed.
Psychology Press.

2. During the semester, | will place additional required and recommended materials
(recorded lectures, PDFs, and links to other materials) in the appropriate Module as well.

GRADING AND ASSESSMENT

Your course grade will be determined by your performance on the following components:

Page 2 of 10


canvas.rutgers.edu

01:070:201 Evo Hum Beh Dr. Frank R. Batiste Fall 2023

Component % of Final Grade

Midterm Exam 1 25%

Midterm Exam 2 25%

Final Exam 25%

Essay 25%
Total 100%

Course Grades will be assigned according to the usual system of ten percentage points per
passing grade (A =90 — 100%, B+ = 88 — 89%, B = 80 — 87%, C+ =78 — 79%, C =70 — 77%, D
=60 — 69%, F > 59%).

Requests for higher grades will be denied except in the case of genuine errors in computing /
assigning grades.

Midterm & Final Exams (See Part Il for dates) will consist of a variety of multiple-choice
questions to test your knowledge of the lectures, readings, and other assigned material. The first
midterm will cover roughly the first third of the course, the second midterm will cover roughly
the middle third of the course, and the final will cover the last third of the course. The exams are
not cumulative but you may do better if you retain material covered earlier in the course.

Important Notes on Exams:
e The class period immediately preceding each exam will be used as a review session,
and a review sheet will be available online through the course’s Canvas page.
e Exams will be held in our regular lecture room at our regular lecture time.
e On exam days, you must bring your own appropriate writing utensils.
e No make-up exams will be given to accommodate your vacation travel plans.

Essay (See Part Il for Due Date) Visit one or more of these web sites:

e http://faceresearch.org/exp/
e https://www.socialpsychology.org/expts.htm
e http://psych.hanover.edu/research/exponnet.html

Click on at least one of the links provided and participate in at least one of the studies listed. Be
sure to select a study that is easy to relate to the material covered in this course. Then write
a five-page essay (excluding cover page, list of references, and any other supplementary
material) 1) describing the study or studies in which you have participated, 2) relating it/them to
the material covered in lectures and the textbook, and in at least one article published in a peer-
reviewed scholarly journal that relates to the study in which you participated. See the assignment
instructions on our Canvas site for complete information on formatting guidelines and how to
find a scholarly article.
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LATE / MISSED WORK

Exams: No make-ups will be given except under unusual circumstances and with a valid,
well-documented excused absence (e.g., your own serious illness, jury duty, family emergency,
religious observances) that have been approved in writing by an appropriate dean. You must
bring appropriate documentation to my attention within 24 hours of the missed exam in order to
schedule a make-up. Failure to do so will result in a zero on the exam.

e You must take the make-up exam within three school days of the scheduled exam.
e | reserve the right to provide an alternate exam format (e.g., all essay questions).

Essay: The following automatic grade deduction applies:

e Up to 24 hours late: 15 percentage point deduction (= 1% letter grades)
e 24 -48 hours late: 30 percentage point deduction (= 3 full letter grades)
e Over 48 hours late: No credit

ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please use
the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and
reason for your absence. An email is automatically sent to me—do not email me about absences
outside of this system.

What to do if you miss a class: If you miss a class, your first step should be to borrow someone
else’s notes from that day. Do not ask your professor or your TA for notes or slides. You can
review those notes with either the professor or TA during their office hours, but only if you
missed class for one of the same reasons considered legitimate by the university for missing an
exam (see Late / Missed Work above). Neither the professor nor the TA is obligated to help you
if you missed class for some other reason.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Cheating lowers the value of a Rutgers degree and the learning experience for all students. All
students must strictly adhere to the Rutgers Academic Integrity Policy. Please visit the website of
the Rutgers Office of Academic Integrity (http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu) for a fuller
explanation this policy, including violations and their consequences.

Cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, plagiarism, and denying others access to
information or material are not tolerated in this class. Violations of the Academic Integrity
Policy may result in a disciplinary F in the course, reporting to the Office of Student Conduct,
and possible expulsion from the University.
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CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS & ETIQUETTE
Class discussion, questions, and participation:

Be prepared to discuss, ask, and answer questions. Although this class is taught primarily
through lectures, questions are encouraged! | hope we may have some interesting discussions
as the semester goes by. The subject matter of this class is developing rapidly and no doubt will
be revised greatly over the coming years and decades. We will approach this material not so
much as a lot of facts to be memorized (although you will indeed have to memorize some facts!)
but rather as an ongoing research project whose knowledge claims, like all scientific knowledge
claims, are tentative and subject to revision.

e Important Note on Participation: If overall participation is low, | may add announced
and/or "pop™ quizzes or other graded assignments throughout the semester.

Please be respectful of everyone: other members of the class, the professor and teaching
assistant, the people who conducted the research being discussed, the people who were the
subjects of the research discussed, and so on. This is particularly important in this class because
many of the topics we will be covering are quite sensitive, and it can be surprisingly easy to
offend when discussing them, even if that is not one’s intention. I reserve the right to ignore
questions or comments made in a disrespectful or uncivil manner.

Inclusion:

This is an inclusive classroom that is welcoming of all people and perspectives, including those
of diverse races, religions, ethnicities, ages, gender identities and sexual orientations. If you go
by a name or gender that is different from the one on official Rutgers documents, please let us
know so that we can use the proper name and pronouns.

Your success in this class depends on a combination of things:

e Attend lectures: You will only succeed in this course if you come prepared to lecture,
pay attention and participate. We will discuss and interpret information, concepts, and
specific examples from the readings. In addition, not all material we cover in class will
come directly from the text. You will be responsible for this information on the exams.

e Participate and complete assignments

e Do the assigned reading before class to help you understand material covered in class.

e Take notes on the reading and ask questions. | am always happy to clarify something if
it was confusing or unclear.

e Budget at least 6 hours outside of class each week for this course to read and take
notes on the assigned materials, complete homework, and study for exams.

Other points of etiquette:

During class, | expect you to give me your full attention. Reading, working on other non-
course related material, talking, sleeping, eating, cell phone use (including texting), browsing the
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web, playing games/cards, wearing headphones/listening to music, arriving late, leaving early,
packing up to leave before dismissal are all inappropriate classroom behaviors and will not be
tolerated.

I expect you to arrive on time and stay for the entire lecture. It is disruptive when students
arrive late to class or leave early. If you come to class late, be sure to enter quietly and take care
not to disturb the class in progress. If you know before coming to class that you will need to
leave early, let me know before class begins, sit close a door, and leave quietly and
unobtrusively.

Use of Laptops: You are permitted to use your laptops/tablets for the purpose of taking lecture
notes only. All other non-course related online or offline uses are prohibited.

FAQs about Anthropology 201: Evolution & Human Behavior

How can | get a good grade in this class? Attend all classes, pay attention to what is being
said, take good notes, read all of the assigned material, and write a good essay. If you do all of
these things and still do poorly on the first exam, please come see me or the teaching assistant.

How should I take notes for this class? Because the class is large, | make extensive use of
PowerPoint. However, you should not try to copy the slides word-for-word (slides will go by too
quickly for that to be possible, anyway). The most important thing to do while taking notes is to
listen. Jot down notes only after your brain has had a chance to process the information, and feel
free to ask questions if you do not understand something.

Will the slides be posted on Canvas? No, but | will post a selection of useful slides before each
exam. These will not be complete lectures, and they will be missing information. You should use
them as a guide for what material to seek out in the textbook and your lecture notes.

How should I read the book for this class? When you read the book, |1 recommend taking
notes on a separate sheet of paper. This forces your brain to process the information, which
increases the chance that you will retain it. Highlighter pens should be thrown away—they give
you the illusion that you are reading actively but do very little to improve your retention. Focus
on the major ideas and general themes in the books rather than all of the tiny details.

Are there any prerequisites for this class? There are no specific courses that are required
before you take this class, but | have to assume that you have a working knowledge of basic
biology. In practical terms, what this means is that I will feel free to use words like “genotype,”
“phenotype,” “cytoplasm,” “meiosis,” “mitosis,” “chromosome,” and “genome” without having
to explain them. The biology class you took in high school should have provided you with this
level of expertise.

29 ¢¢ 29 <c 29 ¢¢

| also have to assume that you have a variety of types of general knowledge, including:

Page 6 of 10



01:070:201 Evo Hum Beh Dr. Frank R. Batiste Fall 2023

A working knowledge of world geography. | expect to be able to use the names of
countries (e.g., Botswana), continents (e.g., South America), bodies of water (e.g., the
Caspian Sea), major mountain ranges (e.g., the Andes), and other major geographical
features (e.g., the Yucatan peninsula) around the world without having to explain where
they are. You can ask questions about geography during lectures, but those sorts of
questions will not be entertained during exams.

A college-level vocabulary. | do not go out of my way to use unusual words in class, but
| also do not try to avoid using the sorts of words found in college-level assigned
readings. If | use a word in class that you are not familiar with, feel free to ask about it
during lectures, but, again, those sorts of questions will not be entertained during exams.
And, of course, if you see a word in your readings that you do not know, look it up!

A knowledge of basic arithmetic and mathematics. The arithmetic ability required in
this class does not go much beyond having the ability to use fractions, but you also
should be able to read and understand various types of charts, graphs, and tables, some of
which may appear on the exams.

Are there any questions | shouldn’t ask? Although questions are encouraged, it is tedious and
unnecessary to answer questions that are already answered on the syllabus or in the materials
provided on Canvas regarding the paper assignment. Therefore, if your question concerns
something about the class itself or the paper assignment rather than the material we are
covering, please take a look at the syllabus or the materials provided about the paper assignment
before asking it. Maybe the answer to your question is already there.

Should I wait until after the final exam to begin to think about what my grade will be in
this class? No. The time to set your goals for this class and to begin to work toward them is now,
not after the final exam. Requests for grade changes after course grades have been submitted will
not be entertained.
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Syllabus - Part Il: Topics and Readings

Assigned Reading /
Recommended Reading /

Date Topics Notes/Due Dates
Module 1
05-Sep Introduction to the Course Syllabus
Overview of the Syllabus Mueller & Oppenheimer 2014
Introduction to the Topics
07-Sep Intro to Evolutionary Theory - Pt 1 Buss Chapter 1
Natural Selection
Levels of Selection
12-Sep Intro to Evolutionary Theory - Pt 2
Adaptation vs. Phylogenetics
Genes and the Environment
14-Sep Intro to Evolutionary Theory - Pt 3
Misconceptions
19-Sep Intro to Evolutionary Theory - Pt 4
Misconceptions
21-Sep | The Science of Evolutionary Psychology — Pt 1 Buss Chapter 2
Overview & ldentifying Adaptive Problems
26-Sep | The Science of Evolutionary Psychology — Pt 2
Evolutionary Psychology
28-Sep | The Science of Evolutionary Psychology — Pt 3
Human Behavioral Ecology
Dual Inheritance Theory
03-Oct | Review for First Midterm ** No Readings Today **
05-Oct MIDTERM EXAM #1: Chapters 1, 2

Bring Student ID, Pencils, Erasers
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Module 2

10-Oct | Sexual Selection
Intra- & Intersexual Competition
Why Is There Sex & Why Two Sexes?

Buss Chapter 4

12-Oct | Women's Mating Strategies - Pt 1
Theoretical Background
Good Genes

17-Oct | Women's Mating Strategies - Pt 2
Signals of Commitment
Parenting Cues

19-Oct Men's Mating Strategies - Pt 1
Theoretical background
Youth & Attractiveness

Buss Chapter 5

24-Oct Men's Mating Strategies - Pt 2
Waist-Hip Ratio
Other Cues

26-Oct | Short-term Strategies - Pt 1
Men's strategies
Physiological & psychological adaptations

Buss Chapter 6

31-Oct | Short-term Strategies - Pt 2
Women's strategies
Physiological & psychological adaptations

02-Nov | Sexual Conflict— Pt 1
Strategic interference, sexual conflict,
jealousy, mate retention, rape

Buss Chapter 11

07-Nov Review for Second Midterm

** No Readings Today **

09-Nov MIDTERM EXAM #2: Chapters, 4, 5, 6, 11

Bring Student ID, Pencils, Erasers

14-Nov | Parenting - Pt 1

Parental investment
Mothers vs. fathers
Parent-offspring conflict

Buss Chapter 7
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16-Nov | Parenting - Pt 2
Mechanisms of parental care
Trivers-Willard Hypothesis
The Mukogodo
21-Nov | Cooperation: Kinship - Pt 1 Buss Chapter 8
[Tue=Thu] Theory of inclusive fitness
23-Nov *** No Class — Thanksgiving * * *
28-Nov | Cooperation: Kinship - Pt 2
Implications & empirical findings
30-Nov | Cooperation: Reciprocity - Pt 1 Buss Chapter 9
Direct reciprocity
Cheater detection Essay Due 30-Nov:
Indirect reciprocity Submit to Canvas by 11:59pm
05-Dec | Cooperation: Reciprocity - Pt 2
Audience & reputation effects
Coordination problems
Coordination & culture
07-Dec | TBD Buss Chapter TBD
12-Nov | Last Day of Class: Wrap-up & review for Final ** No Readings Today **
TBA FINAL EXAM - Date & Time TBD

Bring Student ID, Pencils, Erasers
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