
070:164:M1: Archaeology Murder Mysteries 

1.5 Credits 

Spring 2023 

Pre-requisites: None     Co-requisites: None 

 
 

HOW THIS SYLLABUS IS ORGANIZED: 

 

The syllabus is meant to be a complete document and everything in the syllabus is important. 

The most important things come first. The syllabus also contains links to more detailed 

descriptions like this one, http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy on 

academic integrity which is very important. 
 

Course web site:  

https://canvas.rutgers.edu/ 

Email: 

cschrire@anthropology.rutgers.edu 

 

Professor:  

Carmel Schrire.  

Office hours: T 12-2pm , RAB 201 & by appointment  

Class hours: T 2-5pm, Bio 206, DC 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS : 
See class website on Canvas 

 
 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Interpersonal violence in the deep human past includes evidence of murder, homicide and 

cannibalism going back to our earliest origins a million years ago before we could be classified as 

fully modern humans and continuing until the present day. This record is of great relevance to 

our understanding of human nature today and needs to be known as we watch the spectacles of 

war, murder and violence in our everyday lives.   

 

LEARNING GOALS: 

1. Students will learn to define the legal terms such as “murder”, “homicide” and 

“cannibalism”. 

2. Students will learn how to apply such terms to forensic evidence in an archaeological 

context 

3. Students will learn how to study and assess the opinions of expert professionals in 

interpreting the archaeological evidence pointing to interpersonal violence. 

4. Students will learn to contextualize the archaeological evidence within a wider 

framework of human evolutionary studies in order to understand the prevalence and 

frequency of interpersonal murder and homicide in the deep past. 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy


5. The combination of the above will give students a broader and more nuanced perspective 

on the world in which we live. 

 

COURSE RECOMMENDED FOR: 
This course is recommended for students who enjoy reading murder mysteries, watching crime 

movies and TV dramas like SUV, and above all, are interested in seeing how such things 

operated in the human past. 

 
DETAILED COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
 Murder is classified as homicide with malice aforethought. Anthropologists try to find its 
earliest roots in evidence of interpersonal violence order to get a deeper understanding of 
modern human nature. Archaeology Murder Mysteries teaches students how to interpret 
archaeological finds using basic principles of forensic science, including context and timeline, in 
order to assess intention and even motive. Perps and their victims include South African 
hominins (3mya- 0.3kya), Ice Age hunter gatherers (40,000 BP), early farmers (9,000 BP), 
Iranian (5800 BP) and English royalty (1385 AD), Jewish villagers (1250 AD) and a cannibalized 
English girl (1610 AD).  
 
Some archaeological victims and killers are known by name; others not. DNA and stable 
isotopes sometimes reveal life histories and kinship links. Some violent crimes have apparent 
motives; others not.  
 
The course will reflect on the theory that our deep history of interpersonal violence is rooted 
deep in the daily life of our ancestral  “killer apes”. It also explores the notion that modern 
humans  might have devised cultural norms like law, religion, and controlled warfare, to manage 
(or enhance) our ancestral  potential for violence  
 
Students will be encouraged to debate the interpretation of a wide range of sites, where evidence 
of homicide, infanticide, regicide. cannibalism and greed might be found.   

 
 

GRADING AND ASSESSMENT: 

Grading will be done on the basis of three written Assignments (45%) and one Final 

Presentation (55%).  

Assignments are written answers to one or to a series of questions. I will edit their answers 

online and might also ask them to discuss their work in class.   

Final Presentations will require that each student present a 10-15 minute Power Point of an 

archaeological event that has not been taught or described in the course of my lectures or Power 

Point presentations. Full instructions will be posted to help students present the archaeological 

evidence of murder, homicide, or cannibalism. 

 
 

 



GRADED COURSE WORK: 
 

Each Assignment will be worth 15% of the Final Grade (Total 45%) and the Final Presentation 

will count for the remaining 55% of the total Final grade (100%) 

Evaluation: Grades will be assigned according to the usual system (A=80-100%, B+= 75-79%, 

B=70-74%, B-=67-69%, C= 60-66%, D=50-59%, F=0-49%). 
 
 
COURSE POLICIES: 
 
Academic Integrity 
All students must strictly adhere to the Rutgers Academic Integrity Policy, which 
identifies and defines violations including cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic 
dishonesty, plagiarism, and denying others access to information or material. Full 
definitions of each of these violations, as well as the consequences of violating the 
Academic Integrity Policy, are available as part of the student handbook. For details see: 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy. You are responsible 
for knowing what constitutes plagiarism and academic dishonesty. 
 
Unusual and Extenuating Circumstances (aka “please consult a Dean of 

Students”) 

In a large class, it is typical that some students will encounter some form of unusual or 

extenuating circumstances that may affect them as students.  The course policy is to 

help and accommodate such circumstances as appropriate.  However, the Professor and 

Teaching Assistants do not have sufficient qualifications or time to investigate and 

adjudicate such circumstances.  Therefore, in all cases, when unusual and 

extenuating circumstances occur students are strongly encouraged to see a Dean of 

Students.  A Dean of Students may suggest in writing any accommodations that might 

be appropriate and these may or may not be offered.  With respect to unusual and 

extenuating circumstances, a key principle that will guide resolution is the how 

early the student sought help from a Dean of Students.  Thus, as soon as possible after 

an extreme issue arises, please consult a Dean of Students. 

 

What are unusual and extenuating circumstances? These include things like: 

• major disturbances caused by a death in the family or a similar loss 

• chronic health problems 

• extreme emotional or psychological distress 

• mandatory court appearances 

• the loss of home or means of support 
 
Attendance 
Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, 
please use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to 
indicate the date and reason for your absence. An email is automatically sent to me. 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy


What to do if you miss a class: If you miss a class, your first step should be to borrow 
someone else’s notes from that day. If you don’t know anyone in the class, the professor 
or TA might be able to help you find someone who would be willing to share their notes 
with you. You can also review those notes with either the professor or TA during their 
office hours, but only if you missed class for one of the same reasons considered 
legitimate by the university for missing an exam, i.e., your own serious illness, a family 
emergency, or a religious observance. Neither the professor nor the TA is obligated to 
help you if you missed class for some other reason. 
 
Late Work: 
 
Lateness 
Please come to class on time – it is very disruptive to professor and classmates when 
students arrive late to class.  
 
 
Courtesy 
You are expected act with courtesy in lecture and recitation. This includes: 
 
No recording of lectures or class. If you miss a class you will need to consult the Power 
Point lecture. 
  
• All cell phones must be turned off (no texting) 
• Behave respectfully to instructors and other students 
• No Facebooking 
• No playing games or cards  
• No headphones or listening to music 
• Be prepared to discuss 
• No reading the newspaper or other non-course material 
• In the event of infractions, laptops may be subjected to limited usage 
• Be polite to instructors and other students 
 
 
Religious Holidays 
[University attendance and religious holiday policies are at 

http://catalogs.rutgers.edu/generated/nb-ug_current/pg1354.html  

An interfaith calendar can be found at http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/index.htm] 

Accommodation Policy 
Students with disabilities requesting accommodations must follow the procedures 
outlined at https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form.  
 
Full disability policies and procedures are at https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 
 
 

http://catalogs.rutgers.edu/generated/nb-ug_current/pg1354.html
http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/index.htm
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form
https://ods.rutgers.edu/

